
COUNTY OF SOLANO 
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

 
SUISUN VALLEY 

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1 
Solano Community College 

Room 1625  May 29, 2007 
4000 Suisun Valley Road, Fairfield 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Nearly 50 people attended the 
community workshop held at Solano 
Community College on May 29, 
2007. This purpose of this initial 
workshop was to learn about 
concerns and issues community 
members want to have addressed in 
any planning process for the Suisun 
Valley area. A brief introduction by 
Carol Landry, the CAC Suisun Valley 
subcommittee chairman, began the 
meeting. She welcomed attendees 
on behalf of the Solano County 
Board of Supervisors.  
 
Jeff Henderson from EDAW gave a short presentation and asked for community 
input. Time was spent discussing opportunities and areas of concern for Suisun 
Valley, as well as raising overall questions. Attendees generated solution 
oriented ideas and offered comments focused on a vision for Suisun Valley and 
possible land uses, other than agriculture, that may be appropriate in the valley. 

 

Opportunities  
■ Suisun Valley’s positive economic and social impact on county as a whole 

■ New markets opening 
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Areas of Concern  
■ Fire protection/Emergency service 

• Income and budget shortfalls / municipal annexation possible? 

• I-80 bypass 

■ Income for agricultural production 

• Create and enterprise zone 

• Value added farming, additional processing to add value to crops 
produced: example, walnuts and jams 

• Economic programs for farming; low interest financing 

■ Maintain agricultural flavor and character of area 

• Appropriate zoning 

• Description of vision / character 

• Appropriate population 

• Permitting 

■ Infrastructure 

• Traffic / flooding  Abernathy Road 

• High school increase traffic 

• Suisun Valley Road does not support agricultural trucks 

■ Abernathy Road flood problems 

■ Urban encroachment 

• Buffers / right to farm 

• “Make believe” farms 

• Incompatible uses 

■ Upstream/downstream impacts 
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■ Regulation preventing opening farms to public  

• “Draconian regulations” 

■ Farm opportunity costs 

• Gasoline and other overhead items 

 

Questions Raised 
How can community and county invest in farming? 

• Connect cities to farms 

• “People currently working for free,” maintaining fire/farms on a minimum 
budget. 

• Demand equal share of opportunities 

• Possible bond use to provide investment 

• Provide tools farms need to survive as a business 

What impact will local residents have on the General Plan? 
• Just the people who own the land? 

Is conserving agriculture, conserving land?  
•  a statement on difference between parks/open space and farm 

How are infrastructure issues addressed? 
How does EDAW and citizen advisory committee fit into process? 

• Is EDAW local? EDAW’s office is located in Sacramento. 

What can be done right now? 
• Before general plan? 

Impacts of Williamson Act funding in future 
Will agriculture tourism degrade agriculture? 

• Issue of scale 

• Problems in Sonoma 

• Must find a balance! 
 

What are the appropriate uses for Suisun Valley other than agriculture? 
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Ideas Generated 
■ Use direct and niche marketing to open new markets 

■ Concentrate on adding value to crops produced in Suisun Valley 

■ Proactive effort needed  

■ Consider special districts as a tool 

■ Cater to possible investors, “offer coffee and doughnuts to investors!” 

 

Possible Appropriate Uses Other than Agriculture 
■ Farm stands – commercial 

■ Agricultural processing without condition use permit 

■ Bed and breakfasts 

■ Ability to process crops from off your property 

■ Uses that encourage and sustain agriculture 

■ Community processing facility 

■ Private investment 

■ Create centers - what are the positives and negatives? 

 

Vision 
■ Agriculture tourism 

■ Small family farms, example: France, 3-5 acre small family farms typical 

■ Flexible and easy to understand/use regulations that foster  “highest and best 

use” 
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■ Vibrant fun community 

■ Value added agriculture, example: Apple Hill 

 

Information needed 
■ Provide maps online 

■ American Farmland Trust Vision and case studies: who has adopted it? make 

it available online  

■ Pleasant Valley Planning 

• Noticed / information on websites 

■ CAC vision statement 

• Emerging / work in progress 

■ More accurate base information needed 

• Topo/landmarks – streams – layering – prime soil, etc. 

• GIS information should be made available to the public 

 

Next Steps 
Workshop - June 19 
 
 

Ms. Landry and Mr. Henderson closed the meeting at 9pm and thanked everyone 
for attending. It was announced that future meetings would be held in the same 
room or changes would be posted on the General Plan website:  

 
http://www.solanocountygeneralplan.net/SPA-SuisunValley.htm 
 

 
 



 
 

GRAPHIC RECORDING 


